




MORNING BIRD WALK 

Mark Spreyer will lead a morning bird walk. 
Binoculars and field guides are a must. If 
you don't have any, don't worry, 
Stillman does. Please call 428-0WLS 
to make reservations. 

Date: 
Time: 
Fee: 
Age: 

Sunday, August 23 
8:00AM 
None 
10 years and up 

FOR MORE PROGRAM INFORMATION 
OR TO MAKE RESERVATIONS , 
PLEASE CALL (847)428-0WLS . 

SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS 
AND MEMBERS EVENT 

Regular readers of this newsletter have seen the 
name Roger Laegeler in all of our "thank you" 
columns. Roger Laegeler continues his persistent 
and personal battle against the aggressive European 
buckthorn. Without his years of service, Stillman 
would be a buckthorn monoculture. 

So, in honor of Roger, we are hosting a casual out
door get-together. We'll provide the main course 
and beverages. We'd like you to to bring along a 
side dish. ALL of Stillman's members, volunteers 
and their families are invited. Feel free to come 
any time between 4:00 and 7:00PM. If it's raining, 
we'll reschedule this picnic to an autumn date. 
Please call 428-0WLS to let us know if you plan to 

attend and what kind of dish you'll be bringing. 

Date: Sunday, June 28 
Time: 4:00 - 7:00PM 

RAPTOR UPDATE 

Owls in a Basket: Part III 

As some of you will recall, in 1996, we 
had a Great Homed Owl who successfully 
nested in our laundry basket nest. She 
raised two chicks. One she hatched herself. 
The other was a foster owlet that came 

from Ingleside courtesy of wildlife rehabilitator Andrea 
Kane. Andrea had hoped to return this orphaned owlet 
to its own nest but the nest had been destroyed. 
Luckily, the Stillman owls proved to be excellent foster 
parents. 

In 1997, the Great Homed Owl returned to the 
basket but, unfortunately, somebody got the eggs and 
she did not renest. Keep in mind that the female owl 
rarely leaves the nest while she incubates her eggs. The 
male regularly delivers food to her during this time. An 
owl mother is a formidable opponent. My best guess at 
what occurred is that something happened to the male 
owl, which forced the mother to fend for herself. While 
she was hunting, somebody, perhaps a raccoon, helped 
themselves to an owl omelet. 

My speculation seemed to be confirmed this 
February as the female bird returned to her laundry bas
ket. The old male used to perch in a visible location 
across the pond keeping a watchful eye on things even 
as I came and went. This year's new stud is much more 
careful about humans, flying out of sight as soon as one 
of us is spotted. Such behavior, I imagine, will prolong 
the owl's life. 

This past March, I'm pleased to report, mother owl 
hatched two eggs. The owlets, which dined on rabbits 
and other fare, developed quickly. With the help of 
their publicist, yours truly, the owls got their picture in 
the April 28th edition of the Chicago Tribune. The 
photo inspired many visitors to come to Stillman in 
hopes of seeing owlets who were quite cooperative, 

although not appreciative of all the attention. 
The last owlet left the nest tree on May 

11. Both have been sighted subsequently 
and appear to be doing well. 

As the young owls were leaving their 
nest, another raptor, a Cooper's Hawk, 

was building a new nest elsewhere 
on the grounds. This is the second 
year for the Cooper's here at 
Stillman. For details about this 
bird of prey, keep an eye on 
"The Conservationist" column 
that appears in the Barrington 
Courier-Review or read the 
"Rap tor Update," that ran in 
this newsletter last summer. 
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Susan Allman, President • Jim Kaltsas, Vice President • John Albanese, Treasurer 
Jennifer Rose, Secretary • Eva Combs, Legal Advisor • Connie Bischof • William Brough 

Barbara Day • Dan Dinelli • Michael Graft • Susan Hargreaves • George Sawicki 

BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS: 

Frank Spreyer 

Mark Spreyer, Director & Newsletter Editor 
J ill Kohler, Newsletter Illustrator 

If you aren't already a member, please consider joining us. 
r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

o Yes, I'd like to become a member of the Stillman Nature Center. I enclose my tax deductible contribution of $ ___ _ 

o I'd like to help as a volunteer with programs or land management at the Stillman Nature Center, please call me. 

o Please send a gift membership from __________________ to the name and address listed below. 

Student ........... . ... ... $10.00 
Member ................... 25.00 

Name _____________________________ _ 

Supporting Member .......... 50.00 
Contributing Member . .... ... 100.00 

Address ____________________________ __ 

Sustaining Member .......... 500.00 
Partner. ......... . ... .. .. 1000.00 

Telephone _________________ _ Angel. .................. 5000.00 

Please mail with your check to: 

ALEXANDER STILLMAN NATURE CENTER, 33 West Penny Road, South Barrington, IL 60010 


