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President’s Farewell Letter
In 2013, my lifelong friend, Colleen Konicek Hannigan, 
and I were honored to be elected to serve our community 
as Trustee and Village President, respectively.  While we 
had some idea of what we were getting into, it wasn’t 
until we took office that we learned what truly awaited 
us.  It was a turbulent time in our Village, and we needed 
to find a way to return to fiscal responsibility and restore 
civility. We have done our best to unite our community 
around its common goals.
When I first ran for Village President, my then six-year-
old daughter asked, if elected, did we get a limousine in 
which to ride around town.  Quite to the contrary. I entered 
a Village Hall building in need of updating; roadways 
that were behind on their maintenance; and a police 
department entrenched in a four-year labor dispute with 
the Village.  The Village had serious and costly litigation 
which was going on its 20th year, in addition to various 
border disputes and unwanted highway projects which 
were handed to us on a less than silver platter.
These proposals and developments, along with the 
internal turmoil, ran contrary to my understanding of 
what our quaint village was about.   We rolled up our 
sleeves and went to work applying business principles 
to local government while successfully protecting our 
community’s open spaces, traditions and character. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Always leave a place 
better than you found it.” Well, I can confidently say that 
we have done that in many ways, while reducing budgets, 
spending and the levy.  Here are a few examples:
FINANCES:

• Lowered the levy seven (7) consecutive years
• Improved cash reserves
• Settled numerous ongoing legal disputes 
• Initiated employee contributions to healthcare 

benefits
PHYSICAL VILLAGE HALL GROUNDS: 

• Built a new sign marking the drive entrance 
for Village Hall, the Police Department and 
Barrington Countryside Fire Station

• Renovated Village Hall by 
replacing the outdated 
carpeting, updated the 
kitchenette, painted 
throughout and decorated 
Village Hall walls with 
resident-contributed photos

• Replaced distressed public 
seating with new seating

PUBLIC SAFETY: 
• Streamlined Police 911
• Added new camera technologies
• Settled an existing unfair labor contract (ongoing 

for 4 years) and established, in one day, a 
subsequent long-term labor contract 

PROPERTY PROTECTIONS: 
• Condemnation of unsafe, vacant structures
• Upheld the home occupation ordinance
• Established levy and collection of fines for those 

that violate our zoning 
• Adopted an administrative adjudication process 

with an administrative law judge to expedite 
hearings and minimize expenses

TRANSPARENCY:
• Meeting packets were posted online in advance 

of the meeting
• Public comment was moved to the beginning of 

the agenda
• Instituted the Pledge of Allegiance at all public 

meetings
• Re-instituted staggered terms for Board and 

Commission members as per Village Code and 
State Statute

EMPLOYEES: 
• Streamlined departments by utilizing technology
• Retained Barrington Hills’ residents for 75% of 

Village positions who are knowledgeable about 
our community and care about their neighbors 
and Village services.

...continued on page 2

McLaughlin and Konicek-
Hannigan reviewing election 
results. 2013 photo courtesy 
of  John Starks | Daily Herald 

Staff Photographer

Contestant Hudson is all “ducked out” for  
The Hills’ pageant with Mom Barb 2015 

Having a “tail” of a time with Elgin Academy’s Foxman 
at The Hills Are Alive 2016 with Konicek Hannigan BACC’s Economic Summit 2019Fundraising with softball star  

Susie Bongiorno 2018
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**CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR OFFICE
CONSOLIDATED GENERAL ELECTION

APRIL 6, 2021

**Candidates listed in the order nomination papers were filed.
This is only a sample, not an official ballot replication. 

 COMMUNITY:
• Launched The Hills Are Alive Annual Fall Festival
• Revamped the Village website to be user friendly
• Village of Barrington Hills became a certified 

Monarch Waystation and Bee City USA affiliate
• Village Hall offices remained open without incident 

throughout the pandemic, following the CDC 
guidelines

It has been a distinct honor and privilege to serve my 
neighbors and fellow residents. I couldn’t have done the 
job as well, or enjoyed it as much, without my friend, 
Colleen, serving by my side. Whether or not you agreed 
with our positions, it was our goal to provide a platform 
for our residents to be acknowledged, respected, and 
represented in a gracious manner by me, Colleen and 
those who have served in the Village government over my 
eight years. I am extremely proud of how our community 
coalesced behind many of the reforms necessary to set a 
standard that other taxing bodies should strive to follow.
I am thankful to Martin and Barbara McLaughlin, my 
parents, for teaching me the importance of giving back 
to your community.   I am especially grateful that they 
sent me to Elgin Academy where I met my wife, Kathleen, 
who brought me to this community and was a steadying 
influence, always reminding me to set a standard and 
take the high road.  She, together with my five daughters, 
get a special shout out for their support that made these 
past eight years possible and enjoyable. I also want to 
thank Village staff, the Police Department and volunteer 
residents serving on our Boards, Commissions and 

Committees. These are great 
people dedicated to their jobs 
and our community.
I want to express my gratitude to 
all first responders and essential 
workers who, this past year, 
have put us before themselves, 
working the frontlines to ensure 
our safety and needs are tended 
to during this pandemic.
I want to thank my neighbors who 
had my back at the voting booth; 
who expressed their appreciation 
via emails, cards, notes 
or a quick hello and 
comment at the grocery 
store. These gestures 
fortified my resolve that I 
was doing the right thing 
for the right reasons.
I conclude with a friendly message to my successor and 
trustees that I am just a phone call away and am happy 
to be available to assist in any way I can… and that I will 
be waiting for my The Hills Are Alive Fall Festival invitation 
where I can defend my 2020 Cornhole title “Chairman of 
the Boards.”

With appreciation and humility for the opportunity to have 
served,
President Martin J. McLaughlin

President’s Farewell Letter ...continued from page 1

Multi-tasking at The Hills Are Alive 2017

Guess who’s Scooby-Doo, with 
Cowgirl Janet Agnoletti (left) and 

Anna “Wenda” Paul (center)

FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEES
TO SERVE A FOUR (4) YEAR TERM

(vote for not more than three)

        DAVID RIFF INDEPENDENT

         THOMAS W. STRAUSS INDEPENDENT

         LAURA S. EKSTROM INDEPENDENT

         ROBERT M. ZUBAK INDEPENDENT

         BRENT JOSEPH BURVAL INDEPENDENT

         PAULA JACOBSEN INDEPENDENT

VILLAGE OF BARRINGTON HILLS

FOR VILLAGE PRESIDENT
TO SERVE A FOUR (4) YEAR TERM

(vote for one)

         BRIAN D. CECOLA INDEPENDENT

         DENNIS KELLY INDEPENDENT

 
KEY VOTING DATES 

3/12/21 
First day of grace period 
registration & voting at county 
clerks’ offices 

3/21/21 Last day to register to vote by 
online application 

3/22/21 First day of early voting 

4/1/21 
Last day to request a mail ballot 
including military and overseas 
voters 

4/5/21  Last day of early voting 

4/5/21 Last day of grace period 
registration and voting 

4/6/21 Last day mail ballots can be 
postmarked 

4/6/21 ELECTION DAY! 

KEY VOTING DATES

VBHIL.GOV/VOTE
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ROAD PROJECTS 2021
This year, the Village is excited to expand the road program to not only resurfacing our roads, but 
instituting preservation techniques that have been proven to extend the life of pavement for a fraction of 
the cost of resurfacing.  
The maltene-based pavement rejuvenator, 
which has proven to extend the life of asphalt 
by 5-10 years, acts like a glue which creates 
a tighter road surface. This leads to less rocks 
chipping off, slows the oxidation process, 
and prevents water from sitting in pavement 
cracks, reducing damage from freeze-thaw 
cycles. This process is being utilized by many 
other municipalities and counties with much 
success.
Traffic impacts are typically minimal as one 
lane is closed at a time while the rejuvenator 
is applied. The process takes about 30 
minutes. Once applied, motorists may notice 
an aggregate spread on the road that looks like sand, which prevents the rejuvenator liquid from getting 
on vehicles. Motorists should drive carefully on the aggregate covering following application; signs will 
be posted. The excess aggregate is swept up the following day. 
The Village plans to apply the pavement rejuvenator to all previously resurfaced Village-maintained 
roads, approximately 14 Miles, in addition to resurfacing Healy, Barrington Hills, Hawley Woods and 
Cross Timber Roads. A total of approximately 19 miles of roadway will be addressed this year. 
Keep an eye on the Village’s website and social media for the posted schedule, work progress and 
posted weight limits. 

ATTENTION PRIVATE ROAD HOMEOWNERS
Are you planning to resurface your private road this year?
Are you interested in extending the asphalt life of your private road?
If so, Village contractors have agreed to extend the Village’s pricing to homeowners!   If you are 
interested in either, email the Village for more information: village@vbhil.gov.

We heard you and we’re taking action!
Residents have responded positively to the radar feedback signs 
installed on four village-maintained* roadways: Helm, Plum Tree, Dundee 
and Ridge Roads. These devices are designed to slow speeding vehicles 
by alerting drivers of their speed. After the installation of the first two 
signs, residents communicated their appreciation of the devices and 
even more inquired about getting one installed on their roadway.  
Planned for some time in 2021, up to four additional units may be 
installed.  *Apologies in advance…these can only be installed on Village-
maintained roads.  

Feel free to directly contact the State or County Highway Departments 
with your suggestions:

IL Dept. of Transportation:  800-452-4368

Cook County Dept. of Transportation and Highways: 847-397-4145
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COOK COUNTY PARTNERS WITH 
VBH FOR DONLEA INVESTIGATION

The Board of Trustees approved entering into an Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) with Cook County Department of Transportation 
and Highways to investigate the flooding that has overtopped 
Donlea Road, a County Road, during record-breaking rains the 
last few years.  The Village anticipates that Cook County will 
approve it soon, after which coordinated efforts will begin.
The goal of the study is to determine if there is an issue that is 
causing the flooding, or if it is a result of excessive rains and 
geography, as early reports have indicated.  Next steps will be 
determined once the investigation is completed.
Residents who feel they have beneficial information for the 
investigation may email it with their contact information to 
clerk@vbhil.gov.
A timeline will be posted on the Village website and social media 
pages once it becomes available.   

Meetings, proposals, negotiations, solutions and so much more! #Props to our  
Village Trustees who selflessly dedicate their time working behind the scenes on all matters  
related to their chaired Committees. Do you know what they are?  Here’s the breakdown: 

Robert M. Zubak

• Insurance
• Municipal Buildings & Grounds

Colleen Konicek Hannigan

• Building & Zoning
• Health
• Personnel

Paula Jacobsen

• Environment
• Equestrian

Bryan Croll

• Finance

Brian D. Cecola

• Public Safety
• Roads & Bridges

Debra Buettner

• Planning

APPROPRIATION VS. BUDGET
At the recent Board of Trustees meeting held February 22, 2021, the 
Trustees passed the annual Appropriation Ordinance. The Appropriation 
Ordinance sets the legal limit on what the municipality may spend in 
the calendar year and is meant to anticipate any possible or potential 
expenditure. This is a separate document from the annual budget, 
which is adopted every November for the following calendar year.  
The budget is an internal working document that staff uses to conduct 
the affairs of the village.  Though flexible, the staff is expected to 
follow the budget unless the Board of Trustees grants explicit authority 
to deviate.  The 2021 Appropriation Ordinance requested a legal 
limit on total spending.  The budget anticipates a spending level of 
$7,197,441. The Village levied and assessed taxes of $5,033,986 to 
cover a portion of spending.  The remainder comes from accumulated 
fund balance and operating revenue.
The Board of Trustees managed to lower the levy in each of the last 
seven years for an overall reduction of 24% since 2012. 



vbhil.gov

OUTDOORS
• Clear leaves and debris from 

gutters, ditches and culverts to 
allow for proper water drainage.

• Pump the septic tank. Frequency 
depends on the age and size of 
the system. 

• Decks, fencing or outdoor furniture may need to be power washed 
and/or waterproofed. 

• Deep clean the outdoor grill.  
• Arrange for landscape maintenance or inspect lawn care 

equipment for proper working condition.
• Inspect the roof for shingles that might have been removed by high 

winds. Use binoculars to avoid getting on a ladder.  
• Inspect fencing for damages or rot. 
• Walk your property looking for erosion, sinkholes or evidence of 

nesting animals that might be predators.
• Prune trees and shrubs, and address fallen trees or limbs.  

Winter 2021
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A Bee City USA designation sign 
was installed at the driveway 
entrance to Village Hall.  

A successful, no-contact, native 
plant “freebee“ event was hosted 
to expand (or begin) resident 
pollinator gardens throughout our 
Village. Thank you for sharing 
your photos!

A pollinator garden was cleared, 
prepped and sowed on Village 
Hall grounds, expected to bloom 
this spring!

2020 stung with limitations throughout the year. While the Village 
could not hold its original Bee City USA events in-person, it modified 
its plans to “bee” productive! 

Looking ahead into 2021!
We plan to enhance the Village’s pollinator garden, incorporate more native plantings around Village Hall, 
coordinate another native plant “freebee”, and host educational events.
Do you plan to start a pollinator garden of your own?  A popular seed mix is Pollinator-Palooza available 
online at Prairie Moon Nursery.  Search pollinator garden on our Facebook page for Environment Committee 
Chair Paula Jacobsen’s tutorials!
Forthcoming details will be posted under News on the Village website and on our social media accounts. 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ? WHAT’S THE BUZZ? WHAT’S THE BUZZ? 

INDOORS
• Change the batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.  

Sunday, March 14 is Daylight Saving.  Set clocks ahead one hour. 

• Schedule a maintenance checkup for your cooling system.  
Don’t forget to switch the ceiling fan direction to spin 
counterclockwise. 

• Vacuum the refrigerator coils so it runs more efficiently and 
extends its life.

• Deep clean the garbage disposal. EverydayCheapskate.com 
shares an easy method.

• Clean windows.  To avoid streaks, 
do this on a dry, cloudy day. 

• Clean the dryer vent to avoid fires.

• Spring Cleaning at the Barn.  
Search this title at  
CowGirlMagazine.com for a complete list. 

Welcoming the new season means time to prepare for what the warmer weather brings and for what the 
melted snow reveals.  Here are some maintenance reminders to ensure a smooth transition:

SPRING-GREEN-CLEAN
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After beginning his career with the Barrington Hills Police Department 
in 1997 as an officer and climbing through the ranks to Lieutenant, 
Curt Underwood has attained another rank—that of full time civilian!

 Lt. Curt Underwood served our Village for 23 years and has recently 
retired. Throughout his career, he received countless letters of 
appreciation and recognition from the public and other law enforcement 
agencies and was the recipient of many awards, including: 

• Merit Award for his contributions to multiple serious criminal 
investigations and his assignment to the McHenry County 
Gang Crimes Unit

• Outstanding Community Service Award for his contributions to the Law Enforcement Torch 
Run and McHenry County Shop with a Cop programs

• Educational Achievement Award for his Bachelor of Science Degree in Law Enforcement 
Administration from Western Illinois University

• Supervisory Achievement Award for his completion of Northwestern University’s Center for 
Public Safety School of Police Staff and Command

• Commendation for his work on a federal grant which secured funds for the Department’s original 
mobile data terminals

• Commendation for his work on devising the Department’s Performance Recognition Program
His knowledge, expertise and work ethic has very much been an asset to the Department, and 
he will definitely be missed by all! Congrats Lt. Underwood!

The Department currently has two sworn officer positions open.  Information can be found on 
applytoserve.com 

A FAMILIAR FACE RETIRES

Lt. Underwood (center) receives 
plaque in recognition of his retirement  

by Pres. McLaughlin (left) and  
Chief Colditz (right).

Village of Barrington Hills News:  BarringtonHills-il.gov
Citizens for Conservation:  CitizensForConservation.org
Barrington Area Conservation Trust:   BACTrust.org 
Go Green Barrington:  GoGreenBarrington.org
EarthDay: EarthDay.org

RESOURCES
Plan for Earth Day April 22 and Arbor Day April 30!  

Visit these sites for celebration ideas:

Everyone can do their part by recycling to help preserve the environment.   
Learn where, what or how to recycle:  

Prairieland Disposal & Recycling Services: PrairielandDisposal.com
Solid Waste Agency of Lake County, IL: SWALCO.org
Go Green Barrington: GoGreenBarrington.org
Earth911: Earth911.com
US Dept. of Drug Enforcement Admin.: DEA.gov

Barrington Area Council of Governments (BACOG) presented its comprehensive assessment of the sustainability 
of the area’s shallow aquifer system. The full report can be found at BACOG.org.
The Census Bureau is anticipating completing the apportionment counts around April 30, 2021. Additionally, 
it will be releasing estimates from the American Community Survey. This survey supplements the census 
by providing information on more than 40 topics including education, income, health insurance coverage, 
commute times, occupations, and languages spoken at home.  Information can be found at 2020Census.gov. 

Are you a non-profit organization in need of volunteers?  Do you or someone you know need volunteer hours? Want to give back 
to your community but don’t know how?  BAVC can help! Barrington Area Volunteer Connection (BAVC) fosters connections 
between Barrington area nonprofits and local volunteers. Visit their website for more information: thebavc.org. 
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A CANDID CONVERSATION 
ABOUT ALPR CAMERAS WITH 

CHIEF JOSEPH COLDITZ 
The Village’s Police Department has been 
evaluating camera systems, known as 
automated license plate recognition cameras 

(ALPR), to serve as a virtual gated community. This has been an 
endeavor of the Village Board for some time. Evaluations have been 
ongoing for the past several months and are expected to conclude 
in the near future. Chief Colditz shares some points on the program:

What is the aim of the program?  To check registration plates 
against state and local hotlists and alert officers to vehicles which may 
have been utilized in a crime, associated with AMBER or Silver alerts, 
or missing person investigations. Although it is preferable that the 
ALPR cameras be utilized to prevent or deter crime, the technology 
may also prove useful as an investigative tool and assist in identifying 
potential suspects. 

What information will be captured?  Cameras will capture a 
timestamped, still photo of a vehicle and record the registration 
plate using character recognition.  The system may also 
identify the vehicle type, make, model and color.  The photos 
do not include the driver or passengers in the vehicle. The 
hardware and systems being tested are not designed, nor 
intended, for automated enforcement of any traffic offenses.
How long will the Department retain captured photos and 
data?  The Department will retain ALPR data no longer than 
the minimum duration required by Illinois law. After this period, 
captured photos and data are automatically purged from the 
software.  
Where will the cameras be installed?  The initial cameras 
will be installed on the perimeter of the Village, where they will 
read and record vehicles entering. Future locations may be 
considered. 
Can homeowner associations (HOAs) or private 
homeowners network into the camera system to monitor 
their private road?  Absolutely! All vendors currently under 
consideration by the Department offer this capability.  HOAs 
or private homeowners will have the ability to fund the annual 
camera cost to monitor their private road or driveway and 
automatically share captured data with the Police Department. 
Once a vendor is selected, details regarding this opportunity 
will be posted on the Village and Police Department websites, 
as well as social media. 

At their December 2020 meeting, the Village Board approved funding for this program. When will this 
program officially commence?  The Department is hopeful to select a vendor before the end of February 
2021 and shortly thereafter, begin the permit process for those cameras which will be located on state and 
county rights-of-way.   
Are other municipalities utilizing this technology?  ALPR cameras are currently utilized throughout 
the country, and locally in Chicago and numerous suburban municipalities with success. Vehicle thefts, 
burglaries, kidnappings, and hit & runs are some examples of incidents thwarted or solved using ALPR 
technology in other jurisdictions.   

BARRINGTON HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT

The cameras won’t capture this:

But will capture this:
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